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Tribal Liaison: Topics of interest in brief 

 New USFWS regional Tribal liaison, Richard 

Adkins 

 Recent and pending listing actions: San Diego 

County 

 Invasive species updates 

  “Earth Day” events 

 Partners for Fish and Wildlife grant opportunity  

 Climate change planning tool: California Basin 

Characterization Model 



Richard Adkins Native American Liaison 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

California and Nevada Region (Region 8)  

California, Nevada and Klamath Basin 

 
(916) 532-5327 

 
Richard_Adkins@fws.gov 

 
2800 Cottage Way 

Sacramento, CA  95825 

 





Invasive Species Update:  
shot hole borer 



Predicted to kill 38 % of trees in 
southern California 

UCCE Plant Pathology Specialist 
Akif Eskalen:  

“If we cannot control the shot hole borer, it 
will kill all the sycamores in California. And 
when they're done with sycamores, they'll 
move to other trees.” 

 

www.pshb.org 



Invasive Species Update: stinknet 



• Annual plant from South Africa 

• Escaped from botanical gardens in Arizona 

• Spread across desert, invades all habitats 

• Invaded San Dieguito watershed starting in 2009 

Lake Perris Recreation 
Area has been taken 
over by stinknet.  
Stephens’ kangaroo 
rats are reportedly 
underweight from 
eating the seeds  



Tribal Earth Day Events 2017 

• Intertribal (La Jolla Band of Luiseño Indians, with Los Coyotes, 
Pala, Pauma, Pechanga, and San Pasqual Tribes) 

• Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeño Indians (including 
overnight camp) 

• Campo Kumeyaay Nation 

• Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel 



Intertribal Earth Day  
on the lands of the  

La Jolla Band of Luiseño Indians 

YouTube video 
(not yet public) 



Partners for Fish and Wildlife  

Funding for 
restoration 
and native 
landscaping! 



Climate change planning tool:  
California Basin Characterization Model 



Eagle Regulations Update 

Thomas Leeman 

Deputy Chief, Migratory Birds 

Pacific Southwest Region 



Hermes copper butterfly: SSA 



Hermes copper butterfly: distribution 



Hermes copper butterfly: life cycle 



Hermes copper butterfly: host 

• Habitat and host 

Spiny redberry (Rhamnus crocea) 



Hermes copper butterfly: threats 

• “Mega” wildfires 

• Drought 

• Development 

• Climate change 



Hermes copper butterfly 

Questions? 



TEK and Native Science:  
What I’ve learned as liaison and what we are doing about it 

“Native American science is most akin to what Western science calls 

environmental science or ecology.  And while Native people don’t have a 

particular word for either of those Western terms, they certainly have an 

understanding of …these disciplines… at the individual and communal levels.”  
Gregory Cajete (Native Science: Natural Laws of Interdependence) 

 

 

“Perhaps most urgently, there is a need for all stakeholders to work together, 

share knowledge and perspectives, and use every possible tool at our disposal 

to combat the devastating ecological changes wrought by nonnative species 

invasion, climate change, and rigid thought.” 
Santa Ysabel 2017 Tribal Wildlife Grant proposal 



Student Internships 



Educational Institution  
Partnerships 

• What do you think? 

• Is anyone already doing something like 
this? 

• Who is interested in building on it? 



Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office 
Burrowing Owl Project 




